Kenzaburō, one of the participants in the forum, believes that Japan, as a democratic country, has a duty to apologize for its past crimes. However, his benign, cordial tone changed when he talked about Japan's ultranationalists and conservative politicians.
It was clear that he disagreed with the nationalists' contention that Japan had not committed a crime, and even if it had, should not apologize. It seemed to me that Korea and Japan discuss their past in a more flexible and humanistic way than Turkey and the Middle East address theirs. The reason Korea has become more tolerant and confident in looking at its history may be linked to the extraordinary wealth it has enjoyed in recent years. In Seoul I saw magnificent buildings unlike any I have seen elsewhere in the † Editor's Note: After Orhan Pamuk's visit to South Korea, Dr. Hwang's research on stem cells became the target of investigation and Seoul National University announced in January 2006 that his papers on human cloning were fraudulent. Dr. Hwang was indicted on embezzlement and bioethics law violations linked to faked stem cell research and afterward he was stripped of his professorship, and the government rescinded its financial and legal support for him. However, many nationalistic Korean supporters of Dr. Hwang have not changed their position even after his indictment. world (they were built with a great sense of style), wondrous hotel lobbies (some of the world's most beautiful elevators are in Seoul), and bookstores. I met many people who spoke about the affluence and economic growth of Korea-some spoke happily about working twelve hours a day; women complained about being lonely because they don't see their husbands enough; and some talked about enjoying Saturday afternoons walking through crowded bookstores.
Although I saw homeless people lining up to be fed at soup kitchens on the same blocks where name-brand department stores line the wide, luxurious streets of Seoul, the gap between rich and poor in Korea is definitely not as great as in Turkey. 
